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His whole life, he feels like he has been waiting. Waiting to pay down debt, waiting to pay 
off school loans, waiting to save money for the future, waiting to have enough income 
to provide a solid home and a good life for his family in the present. Waiting for the 
opportunities the world used to promise him when he was younger.

At first, when he was young and 
just coming up in the world and 
imagined the future before him, 
it felt almost like an exciting 
game: he would work hard, 
he would create opportunities 
for himself, and he would go 
places. He would be able to 
provide for his wife, his children 
and his loved ones. He would 
save enough for his children’s 
college educations and provide 
them with a safe, secure and 
comfortable home. He would 
take his family on that trip they 
always hinted at - the one he 
knew they would remember 
forever - and he would see his 
children grow into successful 

adults with families and loved 
ones of  their own.
But as he got older, as his 
children grew up and life’s 
responsibilities piled up year 
after year, the feeling of  waiting 
grew from hopeful expectancy 
into something resembling 
dread: would he ever be able to 
save enough for his children’s 
college? Would he ever be able to 
pay off his debt? Would he ever 
be able to provide the things for 
himself  and his family for which 
he had worked so hard for so 
many years?
But even with the feelings of  
dread and limited time many of  
us experience as we age, Logan 

never stopped working hard to 
achieve his dreams and see his 
goals fulfilled. Over the last few 
years things had begun changing 
for the better. He expanded his 
business as a painter and general 
maintenance contractor in 
Topeka and saw such successful 
income growth he was finally 
able to rent the house he had 
always wanted to give his wife 
and their children.
And then a deadly pandemic 
struck the world. He remembers 
watching the news with his wife, 
Andrea, first in suspicion and 
then in shock, unable to believe 
what was happening. 
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They watched along with the 
rest of  the world as everything 
we have grown accustomed to 
for generations began shutting 
down and life as we know it 
changed in a heartbeat. The 
biggest blow for Logan and 
his family came when his work 
began drying up. No one wanted 
to spend money on “luxuries” 
like painting, landscaping and 
household maintenance while 
the economy and jobs were so 
uncertain. Landlords and small 
business owners - who made 
up the bulk of  his clients - were 
facing loss of  jobs, a drastically 
changing business environment,  
and trying to reduce expenses.
As the pandemic progressed 
across our nation, Logan lost 
over half  his income. The final 
blow came when his son and 
daughter-in-law, who had been 
living with him and Andrea and 
helping them pay rent, found out 
they were pregnant and moved 
out to establish their own home 
for their new family.
A few months later Logan and 
Andrea, having used the last of  
their savings to pay rent, were 
forced to leave their home. 

Team, VALEO case managers and 
the TRM Street Reach Program, 
Logan and Andrea have been 
helped to find new jobs and a 
safe, affordable apartment - an 
opportunity to go from where 
they are not welcomed and move 
into a new life of  their own. 
Going forward, TRM’s ongoing 
Operation Food Secure will help 
Logan and Andrea and thousands 
of  others like them in Topeka and 
surrounding communities with 
weekly healthy, nutritious food 
boxes, allowing more of  their 
money to go toward rent to keep 
them in stable housing.
Here at TRM we are more grateful 
than ever for people like you who 
continue to come alongside us and 
those we serve, assisting us as we 
work to change the lives of  those 
in need of  help and hope in these 
incredibly challenging times for 
our nation and our world. More 
than ever, as we continue to see 
stories like that of  Logan and 
Andrea, your prayers and support 
are the backbone of  our ministry. 
You are giving us strength to keep 
serving, keep going, and keep 
helping the many that need it in 
our community.†
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Without enough income to 
afford a new place to live they 
moved onto private property 
owned by a friend and became 
unsheltered homeless, something 
they thought would never 
happen to them in their lifetimes. 
They were faced not only 
with the trauma of  becoming 
homeless, but also with hostility 
from the neighborhood 
homeowner’s association and 
individuals who did not want 
the “homeless” living in their 
neighborhood.
With the aid of  rapid rehousing 
funds from several collaborative 
partners, the Topeka Police 
Department’s Crisis Intervention 

“an opportunity to go from where they are not
welcomed and move into a new life of their own.”
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Check out our weekly audio podcast with news and 
updates from TRM Ministries by going to
TRMonline.org/news/podcast
OR scan the QR code with your smartphone camera!

Did you know?
Operation Food Secure has provided food 
for over 1 Million meals in 14 weeks!

DONATE
Give online:
Text TRMgive to 77977
to receive a link to give online,
visit TRMonline.org

Scan here with your
smartphone to give!

While it seems everything around us continues to change, one thing we are certain about 
is that Christmas is coming!  In light of  Covid-19, there is much that remains unclear 
about how things will look for the remainder of  the year, TRM in collaboration with United 
Way of  Greater Topeka, Topeka Housing Authority, Community Resources Council, and 
others have come together to plan for the best way to proceed with Christmas Bureau and 
helping those experiencing difficulties.  While we don’t know exactly how we will do things 
this year, we do know it will be different than what has been done in the past.  Please pray 
with us as we discern the best and safest way to bring the joy of  Christmas to others in our 
community.  Stay tuned for ways you and your family can help those in need this Christmas.

Christmas is Coming


